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TU reaches COVID-19 decision
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BUSINESS AS
MISSIONS TO
COSTA RICA
How business majors spent
their J-Term Pag# 3

Taylor suspends
on-campus classes
March 18 to April 14
Ansley Kary
News Editor

Editor's Note: More updates
on THE ECHO website to
follow.
With the growing awareness
of the pandemic Coronavirus
(coviD-19), Taylor has tempo
rarily suspended on campus
classes until April 14, after
Easter break.
In a press release at 10:23
p.m. on Thursday, March 12
Provost Michael Hammond
informed Taylor that classes
are effectively canceled from
March 18 through March 20.
Taylor administration will
continue to monitor the out
break daily and reevaluate stu
dent's return to campus after
Easter break.
"I would take essential
stuff with you, and I don't
mean oils," said Jesse Brown,
dean of students and Title
IX coordinator.
He encourages students to
pack the necessary things that
they would need to continue
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"This is a time when we
must do all we can to reduce
the spread of coviD-19, protect
our most vulnerable popula
tions and reduce their po
tential to acquire or spread
this virus," Holcomb said in a
statement on March 12. "While
some actions are drastic, now,
not later, is the time to act."
"Holcomb is also making
it easier for schools to shut
down temporarily by giving
school corporations a 20-day
waiver of the required 180 in
structional days, and he has

suggested that schools pre
pare for broad closures and
the need for e-learning and
remote classroom lessons,"
as stated in the Indianapolis
Business Journal.
The decision to suspend on
campus classes came after the
announcement that all Tay
lor-led international and do
mestic Spring Break Missions
trips were canceled on March
10.
Affected groups includ
ed the Spring Break Missions
trips, men's and women's track
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classes from an alternate lo
cation during the break.
On March 30 classes will
resume online or by virtual
delivery.
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb issued a statement on
March 12 that all schools are
required to follow a 250-person limit on "non-essential
gatherings," in response to the
coviD-19.
As stated in the press release
on March 12, Taylor has per
sonally suspended gatherings
of 100 people or more.
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Three varsity sports cut from athletics

Coach Martinez discusses tourna
ment cancellation, season Pag# 9
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Gatherings of more than 100 people suspended by Taylor until further notice.

and field teams and the Taylor
Chorale Civil Rights bus trip.
Taylor has asked all stu
dents, faculty and staff to com
ply with the Center for Disease
Control's (CDC) and Indiana
State Department of Health's
(ISDH) guidelines for travel.
"We care deeply about the
health and well-being of Taylor
students, both on campus and
abroad," as stated in a March
11 press release.
At this time students and
staff are encouraged to travel
home for spring break. Howev
er, upon traveling home if stu
dents or staff come in contact
with coviD-19, Taylor reserves
the right to ask the individual
to participate in self-isolation
off campus, preferably in their
own home.
Students have been asked
to report where they are going
for spring break to the portal.
CDC and ISDH have four lev
els of advisory for travel. This
includes, level one: exercise
normal precautions, level two:
exercise increased caution,
level three: reconsider travel
and level four: do not travel.
This announcement fol
lows the decision to cancel the

Bl

11 detailing the loss of three var
sity teams.
The men's and women's tennis
program, along with women's la
crosse will be discontinued after
their spring 2020 seasons. How
ever, starting in the fall of 2020
competitive cheer will become a
varsity sport at Taylor.
This shift in the athletic de
partment is a result of the uni
versity transitioning into a more
sustainable financial model for
all areas of campus, according to
the statement.
"We fully understand and ap
preciate these decisions will be
disappointing to the student-ath
letes, coaches and alums of these
programs," said Athletics Direc
tor Kyle Gould. "We will provide
as much support as possible to
those coaches and student-ath
letes who are impacted by
these decisions."
While affected student-ath
letes will not be able to partici
pate after the 2020 season, their
scholarships they received will be
honored for the rest of their time
at Taylor.
According to Seth Mikel,
sports information director, the
men's tennis team became a var
sity sport at Taylor in 1933, while
the women's team started varsity
play in 1971.
The head coach of the men's
tennis team is Don Taylor, who
will be finishing his 25th sea
son as head coach. The women's
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After the spring 2020 season, men's tennis along with women's tennis and women's lacrosse will no longer be varsity sports.

team is lead by Assistant Coach
Jan Goff, who has been with the
Trojans for seven years.
This season is the first time
women's lacrosse played games
as a varsity sport, as the program
was considered a club sport prior
to the 2019-20 season.
The women's lacrosse team is
led by Head Coach Addie Wadley in their one year as a varsi
ty sport.
"One of the things that makes
Taylor what it is, is the sense of

community and camaraderie
that is shared across the campus
and throughout the different pro
grams," said Jim Garringer, direc
tor of media relations.
"For that reason, when a de
cision like this has to be made,
it is difficult for the communi
ty at large, and especially so for
those who are directly impacted
from our women's lacrosse team
and the women's and men's ten
nis teams. The administrators
who made these decisions did

so with deliberation and prayer,
which made the situation no
less difficult."
Will Schaufelberger (19) played
on the men's tennis team hisfirst
two years at Taylor before leaving
the team to focus on his role as
personnel assistant (PA).
Schaufelberger was shocked
when he heard the news of the
programs being cut but under
stands the reasoning behind
the decision.
"I would say easily the

relationships that I made with the
guys on the team is the thing that
impacted me most," Schaufel
berger wrote. "Coach Taylor did
a great job pushing us to focus on
more than just tennis."
Interim President Paige Cun
ningham said in the statement
released by Taylor that the uni
versity is committed to mak
ing the transition as smooth as
possible for the affected coaches
and players.
echo@taylor.edu
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Updates to Zondervan Library
Library offers new
games, employee
and more
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

New developments have arrived
at Zondervan Library, including
expansions to the game collec
tion and a new employee.
Over recent years, the library
has begun to cultivate a selection
of tabletop games available to be
checked out.Junior Emily Knight
is the library games assistant
manager, ensuring that all the
proper pieces are in their place
before returning it to the shelf.
Knight is also a member of the
Zondervan Games Committee,
which discusses and plans the
direction of the games library.
"I love the community aspect
of it!" Knight said. "It's a good
analog brain break with friends
that has specific rules and a
contained time frame, along
with being a good ice breaker
and conversation starter among
strangers at a game event."
While games can be individ
ually checked out, one popu
lar way to play at the library is
at game nights hosted by Tay
lor University Gaming (TUG). Se
nior Rayce Patterson is one of
the TUG members and was first
introduced to the world of tabletop and role-playing games when
he arrived on Taylor's campus as
a student.
Patterson particularly enjoys
the storytelling of the games,
and has taken several profes
sional writing classes on writing,
for games here on campus from
T.R. Knight, director of academ
ic technology. One of his current
favorite games is "Disney Villain
ous," in which players compete
as villains from classic Disney
films to complete their nefari
ous schemes.
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Taylor University introduces more games to its collection.

"College is a time to try new
things," Patterson said. "Our
collection is not very common,
access like this is a unique oppor
tunity to have some nice board
games at your disposal."
The next game night will be
hosted on April 8, in Zondervan
142, from 6-9 p.m. To celebrate
the beginning of Passover, they
will be featuring Bible-related
games from the collection.
Besides the new games, visi
tors to the library may notice a
new face. David Dunham joined
the staff this semester as an aca
demic engagement librarian. In
this role, Dunham teaches library
instruction sessions for faculty,
helps students seeking informa
tion and helps to raise awareness
amongst the Taylor community
on the types of resources and ser
vices the library provides.
Dunham's employment at

Taylor is a return home. Grow
ing up in Grant County, he spent
time on campus with his church's
youth leaders, who were Taylor
students. He went on to receive
master's degrees in both English
literature and library science. He
was inspired to pursue a career as
a librarian after visiting Indiana
University's Lilly Library. After
working at Gardner-Webb Uni
versity for eight years, Dunham
returned to Indiana to be closer
to his family.
"I love that librarians are al
ways learning and, since we sup
port the entire university, we are
not confined to any one area,"
Dunham said. "I know that li
braries can be intimidating
to some students, so I always
try to be a friendly face, help
ing to show that the library ex
ists entirely for the service of
the students."

Super Tuesday results
Joe Biden and
Bernie Sanders
lead in the polls
Ansley Kary
News Editor

Voters went to the polls in 14
different states to participate
in the primaries during Super
Tuesday, on March 3.
"Super Tuesday is important
because it not only comes with
bragging rights, but with an
awful lot of votes for the con
vention attached to it," said Ja
kob Miller, assistant professor
of political science.
Over one-third of all dele
gates are won during Super
Tuesday, more than any other
day during the primary elec
tion calendar.
Tuesday included the two
biggest states, California and
Texas, that offer the greatest
amount of delegates.
"It narrows down the field
and shows off who really has
national widespread strength,
instead of doing well in a cou
ple of states," Miller said.
From Tuesday's results, Joe
Biden, former vice president,
and Bernie Sanders, senator
of Vermont, emerged as the
top runners for the presiden
tial candidate for the Demo
cratic Party.
Biden won Virginia, North
Carolina, Alabama, Tennes
see, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Min
nesota, Massachusetts, Texas
and Maine.
Sanders won Vermont, Colo
rado, Utah and California.
After Super Tuesday, Biden's
delegate total was at 453, ahead
of Sanders' 373.

Freshman Jayton Taylor
wasn't surprised with the re
sults from Tuesday. He said
he knew everyone who didn't
support Sanders would get be
hind Biden, however he didn't
expect that Biden would pass
Sanders.
"Just a few days ago the press
and pundits declared the cam
paign dead," Biden said while
speaking at a campaign in Los
Angeles. "We are very much
alive ... This campaign is tak
ing off. Join us."
In response to Biden's win on
Tuesday, Miller said it was sur
prising due to his recent string
of losses and couple of missteps
on the campaign trail. Howev
er in the same respect Mill
er said his win was expected
when looking at a more longterm view of his campaign.
He said Biden is the most ex
perienced out of the Democrat
ic candidates and his specific
demographic of voters histor
ically show up to vote.
"Turning out to vote in the
primaries is an expression of
support for your party wheth
er you are a Democratic or Re
publican," Miller said.
Taylor said young people
don't vote in the primaries be
cause they don't think it mat
ters as much and that they
would rather wait until the
general election where they
feel their vote counts.
Sanders was known for
campaigning to the young
er vote and his loss to Biden
was equated to low numbers
of youth at the polls. Howev
er, Miller said that people must
be careful when characterizing
the youth turn out as low. He
said that the turnout was as

expected because youth his
torically don't vote.
Abigail Kuzma, Halbrook
distinguished chair of gov
ernment, compared Bernie
campaigning to the youth to
Obama's back in 2012.
"Obama had an incredi
bly effective ground game, in
terms of very effective grass
roots people working for
him," Kuzma said. "They got
people out to vote by busing
them to the polls and getting
them registered."
She said it is important to
make sure the younger voters
are registered, especially if they
have never voted before.
As the primaries continue
more Democaratic presiden
tial candidates drop out of
the race.
Biden gained momentum in
his campaign after Pete Buttigieg, former mayor of South
Bend, Ind., suspended his cam
paign and Amy Klobuchar, sen
ator from Minnesota dropped
out of the race prior to Tuesday,
due to low polling numbers.
After spending an estimated
215 million dollars on his cam
paign, Mike Bloomberg, for
mer mayor of New York City,
dropped out of the presiden
tial race on Wednesday and
joined Klobuchar in endors
ing Biden.
"Three months ago, I en
tered the race for President to
defeat Donald Trump. Today,
I am leaving the race for the
same reason: to defeat Donald
Trump — because it is clear to
me that staying in would make
achieving that goal more dif
ficult," Bloomberg said in a
statement early on March 4.
Following closely after

Dunham enjoys his new job
at Taylor and how the Christian
faith permeates through all as
pects of life. He is impressed by
the balance struck between stay
ing true to the core of faith and
allowing diversity and Christian
liberty. Dunham said he is im
pressed by the students he has
worked with, and is confident
they will proceed from Taylor to
make the world a better place.
Knight, Patterson and Dun
ham are all devoted to raising
awareness for the opportuni
ties offered by the library. If a
• student is looking for a new pas
time, a fun community, help with
"research or any of a seemingly
endless list of resources, stop
by Zondervan Library. Within,
among the books, a unique com
munity of exceptional opportu
nity can be found.

echo@tayIor.edu

Bloomberg, Elizabeth War
ren, senator of Massachu
setts dropped out of the race
on Wednesday as well. This
comes after a hard loss of her
home state Massachusetts
on Tuesday to Sanders. As
of this time Warren has not
endorsed either of the other
front runners.
As of March 10 Biden had 810
delegates and Sanders had 710
delegates. A candidate needs
a total of 1991 delegates to se
cure their spot as the demo
cratic presidential candidate.

echo@taylor.edu

COVID-19 continued from
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spring semester study-abroad
trip to China in response to
coviD-19 prior to the start of
spring semester.
In further action, all study
abroad students have been
called back home and are com
pleting their classes online for
the rest of the semester.
At this time the immediate
health risk from COVID-19 for
the general public has been
deemed low by the CDC.
Concerning the state of In
diana as a whole, on March 6
Holcomb signed an executive
order declaring a public health
emergency after the first case
of coviD-19.
"Today serves as yet anoth
er reminder of the importance
to stay informed and prepared
as you carry on with your daily
lives," Holcomb said in a press
conference on March 6.
In the state of Indiana col
leges including Ball State, In
diana University and Purdue
University have closed their
campus and moved to online
classes.
As other universities follow
this example, Anderson Uni
versity and Indiana Wesleyan
University and extended their
spring break through Easter
weekend and will reevaluate.
The first case in Indiana was
a person from Marion County
who had traveled to Boston
for a conference at the end of
February.
Officials said that this
adult is stable in self-iso
lation and does not re
quire hospitalization.
"With the help of our federal,
state and local partners, Indi
ana is responding to this case
as we have planned and pre
pared for weeks," Holcomb said.
"The Hoosier who has been di
agnosed has taken responsible
steps to stay isolated."
On March 8 state health of
ficials announced that Indiana
had its second confirmed posi
tive case of coviD-19.
The patient who lives in Hen
dricks County had also trav
eled to the same conference
in Boston.
The question has never
been if Indiana would get a
case but when we would see
one, said Dr. Kris Box, Indiana
State Health Commissioner, in
a press conference on March 6.
Box said that Indiana would
be expected to see more cases
in the future.
The Indiana State De
partment of Health received
coviD-19 test kits Feb. 29 and
has the capacity to run up to
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1,000 tests.
As of publication of this
article there are twelve pos
itive cases of coviD-19 in Indi
ana and 64 people who have
been tested.
On a national level, Presi
dent Donald Trump signed a
$8.3 billion spending package
on March 6 in an effort to com
bat the spread of COVID-19.
On March 11 Trump issued a
30 day travel ban on 26 Euro
pean countries.
To date there are 127,863 cas
es worldwide, which have re
sulted in 4.718 deaths. In the
United States there are 1,323
positive cases of COVID-19.
As stated by the CDC,
coviD-19 is a virus that af
fects your respiratory system.
Transmission of the virus is
from person-to-person con
tact and in light of this fact it
has been advised that people
avoid touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth.
The Indiana State Depart
ment of Health encourages
colleges to practice "social
distancing," in cases of ill
ness. This is a means of re
maining out of public places
where close contact with oth
ers may occur.
Many news outlets have
highlighted attacks against
Asain people since the rapid
spread of coviD-19 that origi
nated in Wuhan, China. These
attacks appear to be motivated
out of fear.
"Taylor University is com
mitted to treating all individ
uals as equal image-bearers of
Jesus Christ and therefore con
demns any act of xenophobia
or racism," stated Provost and
Executive Vice President Mi
chael Hammond in an email to
the Taylor community. "We will
continue to support all faculty,
staff and students whose home
countries have been affected."
Hand-washing has been
deemed the most effective
method in combating the
spread of this virus, according
to the CDC, along with people
avoiding touching their own
face.
The CDC also warns against
hand sanitizers that do not
contain at least 60% alco
hol and consider them to
be ineffective.
People seeking more in
formation on coviD-19 are
encouraged to visit the In
diana State Department of
Health's website or the CDC
website or Taylor Univer
sity's official website for
more information.
More updates on the
COVLD-ig virus to come.

echo@taylor.edu
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Coronavirus recently upgraded to a pandemic.

Joe Biden leads in Presidential polls
for the Democratic candidate.
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Bernie Sanders follows
behind Biden in polls.
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Meal plans continue through Spring Break.
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"Theprimary outcome I wanted (for the
Costa Rica trip wasfor) each of our students
to have a personal encounter with God,"
Bates said.

Business as missions to Costa Rica

TheEchoNews.com
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Business as missions to Costa Rica <&)c
Helping people
through giving back
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"I explain (business as mis
sions) as a perspective of hav
ing an attitude of being a
blesser versus a converter," said
Mick Bates, associate professor
of marketing.
Bates led 12 business students
on Taylor's first-ever business as
missions (BAM) trip to Costa Rica
over J-term. He recognized that
missions can sometimes be moti
vated by the goal ofconversion and
mere numbers instead of by true
change and discipleship.
BAM is essentially a way of bless
ing others through practical love
and economic transformation.
The trip to Costa Rica was
preceded by the class, global entrepreneurship and business as
missions.
"The class is put into place,
not necessarily for Costa Rica,
but for any opportunity to en
gage in students and their gifts,
talents and passions in business,
in a cross-cultural opportunity
where they can actually see how
business is a great way to love on
people," Bates said.
Over the course of two weeks,
the team worked with Mountain
of Dreams, a micro-company dedi
cated to helping the community of
Platanillo and the Cabecar people
on a reservation.
"The primary purpose of our
trip to Costa Rica was to build on
the work of BAM entrepreneur JOsiah Hubbard and his company,
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Business as missions students focus on helping people in need over J-term trip.

Mountain of Dreams," Bates wrote.
"Mountain of Dreams is a for-profit
business with the goal to impact a
struggling area of Costa Rica eco
nomically, sociallyand spiritually''
The students were divided into
five project teams. The business
projects ranged from working
on a study for an equestrian cen
ter to performing a cost analysis
for manufacture and export of
a beehive.

At the end of the two weeks, the
students were ready for rest and
relaxation in the Quepos area. For
a week, students spent time on
the beach, kayaked in the man
groves and experienced Costa Ri
ca's biodiversity.
"The primary outcome I want
ed (for the Costa Rica trip was for)
each of our students to have a per
sonal encounter with God," Bates
said.

For senior Grace Fee, the trip
was a transformative experience
in which she was able to see God
work in tangible ways.
For instance, Fee witnessed acts
of healing and was personally en
couraged by words of affirmation
and knowledge.
"We instituted a thing called
an affirmation bomb, where each
night we would affirm a different
team member,how they're growing
in Christ and what we really appre-

Professor of Business Jeff Sher
lock co-led the trip with Bates.
One of his personal highlights
was preaching at a church among
the Cabecar people, an indigenous
group in eastern Costa Rica.
Despite the spiritual encounters
felt by the Taylor group, there was
also spiritual darkness.
"We ran into some (spiritu
al warfare) and that was actually
good for the students to see that
there's a dimension of life other
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The business as missions students helped
locals in Costa Rica during J-Term.
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ciate about them as a person," Fee
said. "And that really bonded our
team together and let us really talk
through our faith and our journey
through Costa Rica."
The classic Costa Rican phrase,
"Pura Vida,"meaning pure or sim
ple life, stuck with Fee. She came
away with a desire to live apure life
full ofenjoying the small moments.
Fee jokingly said that if God
called her back to the beaches of
Costa Rica, she would willingly
go. On a serious note, she added
that the trip confirmed her de
sire to glorify and serve God as a
businesswoman.

M.B.A. online
M.D|v.
M.Min. - online
M.S.N. online
Pharm.D.

than what we see," Sherlock said.
Sherlock also enjoyed interact
ing with students as they worked
on their projects.
The Costa Rica trip provided a
space for students to learn how
to implement the lessons they
learned outside the walls of the
classroom.
"Well, one thing I hope (stu
dents) would learn is that when
we do business, we can and should
do business for the glory of God,"
Sherlock said. "It's about bringing
shalom in the economic spheres
of life."
echo@taylor.edu
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Corrections:
In the March 9 edition of The
Echo, in the article "Entrepreneurship on campus," it was
incorrectly reported Andrew
Fennig was a founder of Love
Justice International. He serves as
director of strategic partnerships.

In the March 2 edition of The
Echo, in the article "Following the
arts from Ferris wheels to farm
fields," it was incorrectly reported
Professor Jonathan Bouw had
lived Iowa. Additionally, the book
Bouw illustrated was published in
2011, not 2018.
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Mission team gathers for group photo after soccer game.
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How to plan a cheaper spring break
Students share ideas
for a lower budget
Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer

Whether you are planning to go
home for spring break plans or
the Coronavirus messed with
your travel plans, many students
are looking for low-budget ideas
for spring break.
It doesn't matter if your bud
get is $50 or $500; sophomore
Sarah Meredith shared how
spring break on a budget is not
only possible, but enjoyable.
Meredith is excited for her
spring break trip,where she will
be travelling to Florida with four
other students, Gabi Sundelius,
Courtney Masters, Kirsten Nor
man and Julia Gosden. Each
girl has a budget of $300, and
they have deliberately thought
through the most efficient ways
to utilize that amount. Accom
modations, meals, travel, en
tertainment and unexpected
expenses are all areas that the
group considered when set
ting their budget, and they have
worked to stay true to their
price.
Meredith and her friends' first
step was finding a relative who
would offer them free housing.
While this may not be possible
for everyone, Meredith's group
has saved a healthy amount of
spending through the generosity

of a relative. If this is not an op
tion for your group, then scope
out other options, like renting a
cheap Airbnb and splitting the
cost between group members.
They also took a trip to the lo
cal supermarket, as purchasing
in bulk was a great way to save
on food during their trip. Look
up some fun and easy recipes
that stick out to you and your
friends to put together a shop
ping list. The memories that
will be made in the kitchen of
your temporary home will be
priceless.
While flying is an attractive
option, driving is much more
affordable. Plus, if utilized well,
the car time is a great opportu
nity to belt your favorite tunes
with hands out the windows as
you feel the temperature transi
tion from cool to warm. Each girl
has allotted $80 for gas money
for the roundtrip. It is also vital
to the success of the trip to cal
culate any possible unexpected
expenses. Meredith's group has
done this well by guessing high
er than may be necessary for
gas prices, as they tend to spike
during spring break
But no one wants to travel all
that way to simply stay cooped
up in a house. The group intends
to seek out nearbypublic access
beaches and enjoy time togeth
er by the water. They have also
considered putting some mon
ey towards treating themselves

to anything from ice cream after
dinner to a fun night out after a
day at the beach.
Another low-budget activi
ty that is fairly popular among
Taylor students is "house hop
ping." This offers an opportuni
ty to visit new places and enjoy
home-cooked meals while mak
ing great memories with your
friends.
Senior Kassidy Weemhoff

and juniors Leah Selk Taylor
Heath and Katelynn Hanback all
bonded over the success of their
house hopping venture.
"Housing tends to be the most
expensive part of travel, so get
ting it for free is ideal. It also typ
ically means the food is free as
well. I also have loved getting to
know my friends' families, be
cause we go to different hous
es," Selk said.
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Like Meredith and her group,
Selk and her friends sought out
fun, low-budget activities in the
surrounding areas of the homes
they stayed at.
Memories were made play
ing games, visiting local restau
rants, watching movies, making
meals, talking and laughing to
gether; and that you cannot buy
with money.
echo@taylor.edu

TOP
TWEETS
Madi Williams @MadiMoose_.

What is the weirdest thing
you've tried to use your
student ID for? Today I tried
to unlock my car with it
#tayloru

T. D'Souza @tj....disouza
I can hear The Office theme
song through the walls in
Gerig, but I'm not sure which
direction it's coming from. I
will be selling this story to
#tayloru freshman film majors
as an idea for a horror short
film.

T. D'Souza @tj_dsouza
Can we ban the #TaylorU
Business-Systems majors
from using the 2nd-Euler
ladies' bathroom? I did not
choose a computer science
major just to wait in line like
the women of Reade.

Sophie Olson ©sOphieOlson

Corona can't stop #TaylorU
from having classes, we
have Jesus and the power of
shalom on our side.

Daniel Mchenney
@MchenneyDaniel

Photograph byCarolina Quintana

Airband theme idea: Wheres
Waldo I really hope this
happens in airband 2020
#tayloru #airband

Senior Kayla Liggett looks hopefully at her adventure funds.

Airband coordinators prepare their teams for competition
Are you ready for the
next (dance) step?
Victoria Lawson
StaffWriter

Countless hours of brain
storming, choreographing,
set-building and rehearsing will
culminate into two performanc
es, one night. That's right; Air
band is around the corner.
While the event is made pos
sible by passionate participants
both onstage and backstage, to
day's spotlight is on the chore
ographers fighting to give Taylor
University the showstoppers
Airband is known for.
Now that auditions are com
plete, each team's preparations
are in full swing.
Thinking of leading an Air
band next year? Read on to gain
more perspective as Airband
leaders share their experiences.
Daniel McHenney

made sense, and theywere easy
to follow."
McHenny said that he thinks
movie-themed Airbands are fun
to watch and easy to understand
but often lack in creativity, so he
personally enjoys seeing acts
with a lot of originality.
McHenney's co-leaders for
Airband are junior Erika Kenne
dy and senior Lauren Thomas.
McHenney coordinates practice
spaces and leads up the set de
sign committee, Thomas cre
ated and music mix and leads
the costume committee and
both Thomas and Kennedy have
been tirelessly teaching the
Gerig team the choreography.
Some of the biggest challeng
es the three co-leaders often
face include coordinating the
schedules of over 30 people, re
serving places to practice, and
ensuring all the moving parts
are in order before auditions.
McHenney said he has been
more stressed being a coordi
nator than being a part of four
Airbands in the same year.
Despite the challenges, see
ing the members of his act put
in the work to make the dances
come to life has been the most
rewarding part of the experi
ence for McHenney. He said he
loves the moments where ev
eryone is understanding the
choreography and he can see
people enjoying themselves.
If Gerig makes it through
auditions, McHenney hopes
people walk away from their
performance with an appre
ciation for their effects and
uniqueness.
He especially looks forward
to watching the other Air
bands perform while on deck
in Cornwall.
"My favorite thing is when
during the performance all
the Airband (acts) are in
Cornwall and someone does
their performanceand they
come back and everyone's
just cheering and clap
ping for them," McHenney
said. "It's so good. It builds so
much communityand so much
self-esteem. I think it's just a
really rewarding moment —
you're all in this together."

Senior Daniel McHenney, who
stunned audiences by perform
ing in a total of seven Airband
performances during his time
at Taylor, has taken a new chal
lenge this year.
"Freshman year I was in one
(Airband), sophomore year I
was in two and my junior year I
was in four... It was a pattern
of doubling every single time,"
McHenney said. "So if I were to
do (Airband) this year, it would
have been eight — and I didn't
want to do that — so I'm helping
coordinate my own Airband."
Since Airband acts are tra
ditionally secretive about their
themes, McHenney did not
elaborate on what the audience
members can expect to see from
Gerig this year.
However, he was glad to share
his thought process outlining
how he got inspiration from
the act. He has been the main vi
sionary for their Airband theme.
"When I was trying to choose
themes, I was looking back at
past Airbands and trying to fig
ure out what worked and what
didn t work" McHenney said.
"There were very creative ideas
out there, but sometimes they
didn t make sense because peo
ple got lost in trying to under
stand the story that they created Paige O'Connor and Courtney
... And then there were the Air- Masters
bands that created a story that
From cheerleading together

in high school to the stage in
Rediger Chapel Auditorium,
sophomores Paige O'Connor
and Courtney.Masters are.no
strangers to teamwork
The pair knew right away they
wanted to be involved with Air
band but didn't want to take on
too much their freshman year.
Now, alongside sophomore Mat
thew Oster, they are co-leaders
of a multi-floor Airband act with
members mostly from 1st West
Olson and 3rd Breuninger.
O'Connor and Masters are fa
miliar with choreography, per
formance techniques and event
planning and consider them
selves a great team. In high
school, both were involved with
plays, musicals, cheerleading,
talent shows and even planned
their school's winter formal.

At Taylor, O'Connor is on Tay
lor's Poms Dance Team and Mas
ters has continued cheerleading.
•x These skills have served them
well while coordinating their
Airband act. O'Connor and Os
ter do most of the choreography,
while Masters oversees a lot of
logistics and ensures the vision
for their theme is executed well.
"I just love dancing, and the
fact that a large portion of my
life has just revolved around like
dancing has been really fun for
me," O'Connor said. "Getting to
choreograph and see the excite
ment on people's faces when we
teach them choreography that
they really like and they nail it
for the first time is a lot of fun."
O'Connor, Masters and Oster
gathered inspiration for their
choreography by watching

videos online of dance routines
with a similar feel they hope to
accomplish with their act. Erpm
there, they
moves their own and set it tp
their own music mix.
At this point in their experi
ence prior to auditions, O'Con
nor and Masters have the
following tips for future Airband
choreographers: start early, have
at least two people with dance
and choreography experience
and have a group of leaders who
work well together and have a
diverse skill set.
If situating costumes, set de
sign and rehearsing the act it
self wasn't enough, Masters
estimated their Airband con
sisted of about 60 members to
coordinate. She especially em
phasized the value of delegating

tasks, as planning out a to-do
list in advance and asking otherfkto be responsible for smaller
!i|gHiftB^ilitiesmakesthe work
more manageable for^veryone
involved.
"I think people recognize that
leading an Airband can be re
ally overwhelming and a lot
goes into it, so the amount of
support and encouragement
that I've gotten from the other
people in our Airband has been
unexpected and super nice and
I've been blessed by that," Mas
ters said.
If 1st West Olson and 3rd Bre
uninger make it through audi
tions, O'Connor and Masters
hope people walk away from
their act feeling impressed, nos
talgic and sentimental
echo@taylor.edu

Second English and Penthouse practice for Airband

Photograph by AnnaCollins

BACHELOR AND
Alyssa Muller
Junior
Her guilty pleasue song is 18
Wheels on a Big Rig.

Joe Hopper
Senior
Likes long walks to the
cereal bar.
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KenKen

Sudoko

in a 4x4 grid, use the
Use each number c
The numbers in each "Cage" (indi
heavy lines) must combine — in any OJ
duce the cage's target number using
math operation. Numbers may be rej
a cage as long as rule 2 isn't violated.

>aily SuDoku: Thu 12-Mar-2020

medium

Just how smart are you?
Dman gave birth to two boys on the same day in the same
ithin minutes of each other, yet they were not twins. How is
this possible?

A clock chimes 5 times in 4 sec
onds. How many times will it chime
in 10 seconds?
u times (Once at zero, and
then once every second for
ten seconds)

This great founding father was an
advocate for the daylight savings
system in place today:

Benjamin Franklin

'. > v!. .. 1 ,V

therapist

Dr. David Van Dyke
Chair, IL MFT Licensure & Disciplinary Board
Commissioner, COAMFTE

Dr. Van Dyke and the rest of the Marriage and Family
Therapy faculty develop the whole person to foster new
possibilities for personal, professional, and relational
growth. In the classroom and in our new Marriage and
Family Therapy Clinic, train with visionaries in the field
and pursue one of the fastest growing careers through the
M.A. In Marriage & Family Therapy.

wheaton.edu/MA-FamilyTherapy

Wheaton College
Graduate School
For Christ and His Kingdom

)
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"However, "Onward" offers little
t0 movejhestudkKweU.onward.
'Ptcarjoarneys 'Onward' with
new animated modern fantasy'
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New club opens Taylor campus up to esports
Video game-lovers
have new community
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

Meet the university's newest club,
Taylor Esports. With a member
ship of120 students and counting,
this club is an interesting newprospect for video game enthusiasts.
Taylor Esports is the brainchild
of students around campus and
the product of years of increas
ingly competitive video game
tournaments.
For its president, sophomore
Matthias Dean, this is not his first
experience with esports. His roles
in this world have varied from fol
lower to leader.
"When I arrived at Taylor, I saw
that there were plenty of peo
ple who were interested in vid
eo games and esports, but there
wasn't anything in place to bring
these people together," Dean said.
Dean recruited several of his
friends and got the word out Now
they have over xoo members and
host regular meetings with at least
30 attendees, and those numbers
are increasing.

Players competed in a ivi Smash Ultimate tournament on March 7.

Sophomore Luke Slater de
scribed the meetings as falling into
one of two categories. The group
likes to host some events that are
more laid-back, where people can
come for snacks and a friendly
atmosphere.
There are also competitive
events. The first of these was a
Smash Ultimate tournament on
Saturday, March 7.

According to the team's Discord
server, a communication app de
signed for gamers to convey written
and audio messages, "Taylor Es
ports strives to provide a fun, open
environment that fosters growth
in gamers and spectators from ab
solute beginners to experts and
helps them to build relationships,
increase skills, and participate in
competitions."

Their ultimategoal is to become
officially recognized as a club on
campus by the end of thesemester.
Official recognition would be an
other step toward the inclusion of
video games in the larger world of
higher education.
The NationalAssociation of Col
legiate Esports records that over 170
colleges in the U.S. this year now
have varsity esports programs and

give out atotalofmore than $16 mil
lion per year in scholarships.
Forbes reports in 2020 that
many software and technology
companies look for colleges with
a strong esport community to re
cruit future hires.
According to Dean, many pro
spective Taylor students have
found the club's own livestreams of
esport events and were impressed

and enthusiastic to join a com
munity that shares their interests.
"I am very excited for the future
of Taylor Esports,"Slater said. "I
believe that this club can of
fer a thriving environment for
those on campus that have
a love for video games and
want to share that with Tay
lor's community."

Dystopian series focuses on faith and the value of life
'I am Margaret' tells
intense escape story

Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Dystopian stories in the young
adult market feel overdone at this
point, but author Corinna Turner
adds a new sense of urgency to the
genre.
In "I am Margaret," a totalitari
an government rules Europe, using
eugenics and religious supression
to keep its people in line.18-yearolds who fail their physical and
mental exams are shipped to pris
ons where they're dismantled for
parts. Religion is banned, mean
ing Christians and other believers
suffer the same fate but without
the luxury of anesthesia to dis
tance them from their fate.
Margaret Verrall is in danger
because not only does she have
a disability that limits her math
ematical ability, but she is also a
devout Catholic.
The majority of the book fo
cuses on Margaret's time impris
oned in a special facility where
she works to escape before she is
dissected. Her planning includes

"I am Margaret" is so suspenseful that it's hard to put the book down.

Bane, her fiance; Jon, her friend
and fellow believer; and many oth
er prisoners who suffer from their
own disabilities and struggles.
The tension surrounding Mar
garet's fight to escape her fate
is extreme, thanks in part to
the brutal descriptions of what
awaits if she fails. Constant twists
and complications mean the story

flies by fast, dragging the breathless
reader along with it
The high stakes also lend a new
found appreciation to what it means
to be Christian. Aspects of Christi
anity that are often taken for grant
ed today, like HolyCommunion and
the ability to freely practice one's re
ligion, are celebrated in a new light
through Margaret's eyes.

While the author and her char
acters are Catholic, the average
Christian should have no trouble
relating to the mentions of Mar
garet's faith. Beyond mentions of
guardian angels and prayers done
in Latin, there is nothing so unfa
miliar that it alienates those out
side that denomination.
Despite its Christian focus,

however, "I am Margaret" is un
afraid to confront difficult topics
most books in the genre dance
around. Margaret struggles with
temptations like sexual attraction
and showing grace and forgive
ness to those around her.
Thanks to its flawed character
and action-packed plot, "I amMar
garet" manages to avoid sounding
too preachy or moralistic, a com
mon problem in Christian fiction.
There are certainly parts where
Margaret spends too much time
pondering the values readers are
obviously meant to pick up on, but
for the most part the story moves
quickly and themes arise naturally.
Overall, it is a brave book. The
focus on those who are often de
humanized by society confronts
the question of eugenics headon. Pro-life values are flawlessly
interwoven with a narrative that
reminds readers why it is so im
portant to stay true to one's faith.
While "I am Margaret" came
out in 2014, it is the first book
in a series that has recently
concluded. All of the books are
available online or through select
bookstores.
echo@taylor.edu

Pixar journeys 'Onward' with new animated modern fantasy
Fantastical family drama
tugs at Heartstrings

EVENTS

Senior Voice
Recital
Steven Mantel &
Brandt Maina
April 3 - 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recit
al Hall

Senior Recital
Analiese Helms
April 4-3 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital
Hall

Senior
Composition
Recital
Tucker Germain
April 5-3 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recit
al Hall

Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

For a quarter of a century, Pix
ar has invited viewers old and
young alike into a series of wild
ly innovative worlds where toys
come to life, lovelorn robots save
humanity, old men tie balloons
to their roofs and aspiring mu
sicians find themselves trapped
in the land of the dead.
In "Onward," Pixar unveils its
latest world. In this land of sub
urban fantasy, the ease of tech
nology has led to all races from
elves to ores to abandon mag
ic for a more mundane and re
liable way of life. Here, dragons
have been domesticated, cen
taurs take the bus to work and
sprites have forgotten how to fly,
instead opting to travel in mo
torcycle gangs.
In the focal point of this land
scape are two elf brothers, Ian
and Barley Lightfoot (voiced by
Tom Holland and Chris Pratt,
respectively). Ian is an awkward
and hopelessly timid student
just turning sixteen, while Bar
ley is a brash, loud and magic-ob
sessed elder brother currentlyon

A&E

Senior Recital

Photo provided by Pixar

Brothers Ian and Barley Lightfoot go on a fantastic adventure in "Onward."

"the world's longest gap year."
Ian's father died before he was
born, leaving his sons to be raised
by their doting and determined
mother, Laurel (Julia Louis-Dreyfuss). But on Ian's birthday, a sur
prise gift offers the chance to
bring their father back for just
one 24-hour period, launching
the brothers on an epic quest.
The movie features everything
that viewers have grown to ex
pect from a Pixar movie: a unique
world, stellar voice acting, top-ti
er animation and a story that will
viciously tug on the heartstrings
until there is nary a dry eye in
the house.
However, "Onward" offers little
to move the studio, well, onward.

Unlike Pixar's most memorable
worlds, the premise ultimately
serves as little more than a back
drop to the central family drama.
The idea of a magical world that
forgot magic in favor of conve
nience and stability could have
been a fascinating and timely sto
ry, but that isn't the tale that di
rector and writer Dan Scanlon's
team chose to weave.
This is Pixar-veteran ScanIon's first time taking the direc
tor's seat on an original project
after helming "Monsters Uni
versity," and it shows. Ian and
Barley's story is certainly com
pelling, especially for anyone
who has lost a parent, but it does
not feel like one that will stick in

the collective consciousness like
the journeys of Buzz and Woody,
Marlin and Dory or Carl Fredrickson and his house.
The landscape is certainly
well-realized. There are plenty of
moments that will leave the au
dience thinking, "I can't believe
that's not real," much like the pipe
cleaners and cat of "Toy Story 4"
and the camp of "Monsters Uni
versity." The fantasy topography
is simply breathtaking. If only
there were more direct links be
tween world and story.
This is not to say that "Onward"
is a bad film. It is an expert work
of craftsmanship on every lev
el. In the end, any disappoint
ment it leaves is a result of the

double-edged nature of Pixar s
success. Any studio that thrives on
innovation can find itself underperforming by delivering a mov
ie that is "merely" very well-made.
So, by all means, check out "On
ward" for a fun and movingadven
ture story from the top players
in the animation game. Being a
mid-tier Pixar film still means
it's far above most contemporary
animated features. However, if
you're looking for the next multitiered story to color your look on
life, you may be left waiting until
Pixar s "Soul" arrivesJune 19. Un
til then, our new elf brothers are
more than entertaining enough to
pass the time.
*****
echo@taylor.edu

Steven Christophersen
April 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital
Hall

Manifold
Perceptions
Senior Art Exhibition
Metcalf Gallery
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Coming to Taylor Artist renders reflections of homes
The College Drop Off
by Abbey Chandler

Artist bio

One more last goodbye;
We told ourselves it was camp—
Youd be gone for two weeks,
Then youd come home. Right?
But this camp, turns out,
Was one of those that lets you stay
And extend by weeks, then months.
Now I think you've drowned in the camp's lake.
When my turn comes,
I beg, "Don't leave me at this camp.
Just two weeks is far too long,"
And Taylor has a lake.
Rain hits brick, cheek, heart;
Drops pour inside and out of Boren
As I hug them goodbye forever,
And my soul cries sine die*.
Two weeks go by and just
One more, before the 2002 Odyssey arrives.
801 miles she came in one day,
And I know that I won't drown.
"§*

*Sine die is Latin for "the end of the end."
echo@taylor.edu

Midwest Blanket
by Abbey Chandler
When God made North America,
He shook the sheets across the land,
Spread the cornfield middle smooth,
But let the wrinkles fall and stay to make the Appalachians.

My name is Tali Valentine. I
am an English creative writing
major, but I've taken a lot of
art classes. My hometown is
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
This series came about after
a couple of people asked me to
paint their house. Then I had
the idea to draw dorms, and it
was beautiful to see how much
places we live in for ashort time
can start to mean to us. It's like
the last episode of the office
and pams watercolors
-Any social media you want
to plug just my instagram is
@arttalivalentine, and 1 love
commissions!
echo@taylor.edu

From eastern sheet-wrinkles
To smooth, rippling middle-land
My mother and I drove on Route 30.
Never driven past Ohio, J knew new would be grod.
The open land, it drew rriy soul:
The sun pierced through tree blinds
And rotting, paint-abandoned barn walls.
WW

I could feel a corner of my heart pinned
To Hartford County, Connecticut,
But my heart is elastic and extends
With each of the 801 miles the Honda Accord traverses.

Fine arts is a new
addition to The Echo.
It exists to give an
individual spotlight to
studentvoicesonTaylois
campus,and to highlight
the talent and creativity
the student body has to
offer. Submissions of all
forms of prose, poetry,
art and photography are
nowopen.

From my yellow home in Hartford County
To where I make my bed in Upland's Swallow-nest.
From my Northeast mountains to my Midwest fields,
My heart is stretched over water and land and sheets.
echo@taylor.edu

Author bio
My name is Abbey Chandler,
and I am a sophomore English
Creative Writing major with a
minor in Psychology. I am from
West Simsbury, Connecticut.
Each of these poems expresses a
different stage of my experience
coming to Taylor. Although they
have a common theme, each was
written with a different purpose,
each written with a different
purpose.
echo@taylor.edu

Email all
submissions or
questions to mer
fenton@taylor.edu

To Catch A Mantis: A creative nonfiction flash piece
Tim Pietz
Author

Most kids just catch butterflies
or fireflies because that's a thing
kids do and those bugs look
pretty and they won't bite you. I
was not "most lads."
"Hey Mom, look, I found
a leech!"
"Hey Mom, look what Mr.
Smith from church gave me! A
bucket of rat-tailed maggots!"
"Don't worry Mom, I'm 90
percent... uh... 95 percent sure
it isn't venomous."
Since age five or so, I fancied
myself the Steve Irwin of the
creepy-crawly world. Most kids
just run at animals they want to
catch with hands or a net, but I

studied and stalked my prey like
a bounty hunter.
There were Japanese
beetles—an abundant invasive
species with delightfully
scratchy little limbs, perfect
for dropping down the back of
my brother's shirt. Caterpillars,
or course: gigantic green
hornworms who grew nearly
four inches long and were lined
with fake eyeballs. They pooped
a lot, and their poop looked like
little green grenades. Cicadas
with their tanky black and
green exoskeletons were a
seasonal special who emerged
for one month per year, and I
would collect their dropped
exoskeletons and store them
in the garage as evidence of

my conquests until my parents
made me throw them out.
Spiders, too. Medium-sized
orange ones that were always
hungry. My brother and I would
catch flies with our bare hands
and put them in the web so we
could watch the spiders strike,
twist the hapless fly in webbing,
then suck its juices dry.
All of those bugs were
easy pickings. Slow. Mostly
defenseless. So of course, I
didn't stop there. I learned to
catch crayfish by grabbing them
right behind their clawed arms
so they couldn't pinch me. I
learned to catch wasps with a
plastic bag so they couldn't sting
me. But there was one bug that
was the biggest and baddest of

them all: the praying mantis.
I had a Magic School
Bus book where the kids
encounter a giant praying
mantis. Naturally, that sadist
Miz Frizzle turned the kids
into grasshoppers. Do you
know what praying mantises
do to grasshoppers? They
eat them like corn on the
cob, clutching on either end
with spiky green limbs, and
their head moves side to
side, mandibles munching,
until piece by piece the few
hard chunks of exoskeleton
and those long, colorful
grasshopper legs fall into a
pile on the ground.
When I first tried to catch
a praying mantis, I grabbed it

with my bare hands. It grabbed
me back. Then it started
gnawing. I ignored the pain
until I saw that I was bleeding
— then I decided to let it go.
I tried using a net next time.
It was awkward and difficult,
and the mantis kept flying
away. Finally, I tried something
different. I scooped it up.
I didn't grab its body, I just
put my hands beneath, let it
adjust its footing, and slowly
lifted it from the plant. It sat
there in my hands, small green
eyes staring at me, spiky limbs
poised, but neither of us was
in pain. Carefully, gently, I
walked back to my house with
my prize.
echo@taylor.edu

Author bio

My name is Tim Pietz, and
I'm a Professional Writing
and Stratigic Communication
double major. I am a senior
from Rubicon, Wisconsin.
echo@taylor.edu
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ongress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
re gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peopie peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances."
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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The Dome looks for its next purpose on campus.

Looking forward
to its landing
Emily
Pawlowski
A&E Editor
Photograph by AnnaCollins

Jeff Wallace, chief of police, filters all data concerning the Clery report.

Our View

A closer look at the
Taylor Clery report
Taylor's Clery report most re
cently filed the fall of 2019
reported zero on-campus in
cidents of rape or sexual as
sault. In fact, there is only one
on-campus criminal offense of
violence listed in the Clery re
port in the past several years.
"The Clery Act is a consumer
protection law that aims to pro
vide transparency around cam
pus crime policy and statistics,"
wrote the Clery Center on their
website.
Passed in 1990, the Clery Act
requires all college campuses to
compile crime statistics both
on-campus and off-campus into
one public document, known as
a university Clery report. The
Taylor report is accessible to
anyone who may be interested
and can be found via the Tay
lor website.
Skip Trudeau, vice president
for student development and
associate professor of high
er education, weighed in on
the importance of the Clery
report and to what it pertains
specifically.
"The Clery Act has particular
ly to do with prosecutable sit
uations; there's always a legal
proceeding associated with it,"
Trudeau said.
Trudeau added that all legal
matters are filtered through
the Taylor University Police
Department.
The department then sends
the info to Steve Dayton, uni
versity research analyst. Tay
lor then works with the U.S.
Department of Education to
compile the official Clery re
port, according to Wallace.
"We track, document and re
port crime," said Jeff Wallace,
chief of police. "Of course, this
is only stuff that's been report
ed by people. We can't docu
ment what we don't have ... If
a crime happens with a Taylor
student, but they're at home, we
don't report on that, but we as a
department can always act as a
support system for anyone who
needs it."
Wallace also added that
the police department works

closely with the dean's office
concerning student crimes or
misbehavior.
There are many discipline-re
lated actions that only go
through the dean's office such
as underage drinking whereas
criminal offenses go through
the police department, accord
ing to Wallace.
Overall, this report is a useful
tool for an overarching analy
sis of a campus's safety. One can
probably tell from this report
that Taylor is, overall, a very
safe climate for students.
However, there are also draw
backs when placing confidence
in such a document.
For one, the Clery report is
only accurate pertaining to
reported crime. So if a crime
is not reported, it doesn't ap
pear in the report, as stated by
Wallace.
As such a small community, a
school such as Taylor may make
reporting crime a more difficult
or shameful ordeal.
"This might be one of the few
scenarios where our tight-knit
community works against us,"
Trudeau said.
At Taylor, it's hard to es
cape the reality that "everyone
knows everyone." As such, this
may make an individual less
likely to report a crime, espe
cially if the crime is personal
or sensitive, such as with sex
ual assault.
As a community, we should
work to harbor a climate in
which no one feels ashamed to
report any crime or misconduct
they may have experienced. If
you or someone you know feels
the need to report something,
but don't feel secure in doing
so, remember that the entirety
of the Taylor police department
and student development team
are here to assist you.
As Wallace said, the police
department looks to be a help
ful resource for any who may
need it. As a body of believers,
we should all strive to nurture
that same atmosphere of en
couragement and support.

echo@taylor.edu

On the north side of cam
pus behind Metcalf stands an
alien-looking structure.
Despite the affectionate ref
erences to it as "the spaceship,"
this is no otherworldly debris.
This is the Dome, formerly the
campus bookstore, known be
fore that as the "Edward Camp
Memorial Dining Hall." What's
its next title going to be?
In 2018, administration an
nounced plans to turn it into
an art museum. Taylor owns
an extensive collection of
Western art donated by Leland
Boren, the late husband of LaRita Boren, the campus center's
namesake. While a few paint
ings from the collection are on
display upstairs in the Boren
Center, most of the 366 paint
ings and 111 bronze sculptures

are currently unavailable to the
public.
This museum is intended to
be yet another way to connect
Taylor to the world around it.
In a 2018 Echo article, Rex Ben
nett, vice president for univer
sity advancement, shared his
thoughts on this goal.
"We're hopeful that it will be a
destination," Bennett said. "Peo
ple will come to Upland and to
Taylor's campus to see that ex
hibition — the exhibitions of
Western art that are presented
there. Tourism, raise the aware
ness — general awareness of the
public of Taylor's presence here
and what we do.We think it can
only enhance that image."
With such high hopes for the
art museum, is such an old,
overlooked building really the
best place to put it?
It seems unusual, but maybe
turning the dome into a home
for new opportunities is fitting.
The things being said about the
museum closely parallel what
was being said when it was built
in the first place. The 1959 Tay
lor yearbook, "The Gem," shared

its optimistic view on the new
structure under a picture of
the building.
"But in the latest addition,
the dormitory and food center,
is also a promise of future ad
vancement," the yearbook said.
"It represents the beginning of
a new series of much-needed
buildings to augment those
whose corridors now echo
with footsteps."
With so much anxiety over
changes coming to campus,
it's comforting to see such a
historic building regain its pur
pose. The LaRita Boren Campus
Center took its job as campus
center and the Bishop's Nook
relieved it of its job as tempo
rary bookstore.
Time and use have worn
it down, but hopefully it will
soon be restored to that origi
nal building that marked a step
forward for Taylor. This might
bring a much-needed boost to
campus culture.
"I think it has an opportuni
ty to help create some momen
tum in the town of Upland,"
said Special Assistant to the

President Ron Sutherland in
the 2018 Echo article. "We may
want to see art become a part
of what attracts people to Main
Street... It starts to create this
sense that Upland may be a
home for the arts."
This idea of change is excit
ing, but results have been slow.
Disappointingly, there has been
no new information about the
building since the original an
nouncement. Stephen Olson
vice president of business fi
nance confirmed that funds
have been collected and donor
cultivation is ongoing, but there
have been no dramatic changes.
So now we wait. This slice of
Taylor history deserves to con
tinue playing a part in campus
culture, but it will take a lot of
work to restore it and create a
functioning art gallery. Consid
ering the other challenges Tay
lor is facing, it may be a long
time before it can be complete
ly finished.
Despite these challenges,
hopefully the spaceship can
land soon.
echo@taylor.edu

Primacy of Christian Celibacy
*{ -asife.
|
m
Jv

Stephen
White
Contributor

St. Paul the apostle once wrote
"Are you bound to a wife? Do not
seek to be free. Are you free from
a wife? Do not seek marriage," (1
Corinthians 7:27) and "So that he
who marries his betrothed does
well; and he who refrains from
marriage will do better," (1 Cor
inthians 7:38).
As Protestant denominations
reject conversion therapy and
similarly antiquated views on
how to minister to Christians
who are part of the LGBTQIA
community, the discussion of cel
ibacy has been enjoying a resur
gence in popular dialogue.
However, in my discussions
with my peers — both Taylor stu
dents and friends from home —
there seems to be a great amount
of discussion surrounding celiba
cy for Christians who are part of
the LGBTQIA community or peo
ple with no interest in romance,
without as much analysis of the

role it may play for other Chris
tians. If the topic even comes up,
it tends to be glossed over and
very few of my Protestant ac
quaintances are actively trying
to discover if they should be cel
ibate for life.
However, both Scripture and
the traditions of the Christian
faith show this to be a dreadful
error.
1 Corinthians 7:8 says, "To the
unmarried and the widows I say
that it is well for them to remain
single as I do."
If you are attending Taylor
University, you are probably un
married. If you are, how much
serious thought, prayer and dis
cussion have you given to your
vocation? Do you just assume
that since God has given you a
relationship or a desire for one
that he wants you to be in one?
Celibacy is both a grace and a
sacrifice, a sacrifice that is often
not even seriously contemplated.
"(Single Christians) are un
divided, in a way that I as a
married man am not, and I en
courage students to explore
what that means," said Brad

Seeman, associate professor of
philosophy.
Bill Heth, professor of biblical
studies and Evangelical Protes
tant, wrote his doctoral disser
tation on singleness in the Bible.
In his opinion, the modern Prot
estant movement does not give
celibacy proper celebration
and veneration.
"Along with marriage ceremo
nies, Evangelicals should also
celebrate someone who com
mits themselves to celibacy,"
Heth said.
For those who are called to
a life of celibacy, Protestant
ism offers few avenues to live
it out, while Eastern Ortho
dox churches and the Catholic
Church have a number of roles
in the church that are centered
around celibacy.
Protestantism lacks simi
lar means for celibate mem
bers to fully fulfill their vocation
throughout their whole life and
person.
"The Reformation overreaction to enforced Catholic cleri
cal celibacy is incompatible with
balanced Christian living," Heth

wrote in his dissertation. 'As a re
sult, evangelicals have paid little
scholarly attention to the scrip
tural basis for thevocation of cel
ibacy and the larger subject of a
theology of singleness."
Thomas Logue ill is a Catho
lic seminarian preparing to be
come a priest. He stressed that
earthly marriage is just a tempo
rary preparation for the heaven
ly union we will experience with
Christ — celibate people are for
going the imperfect earthly mar
riage to begin the eternal one.
"(Celibacy is) for the sake of re
lationship and living in depen
dence," Logue said.
Celibacy is not just for Chris
tians who are part of the LGBTQIA
community or for people who
have no interest in romance.
Celibacy is a possible call all
Christians must discern, and
the results of that discernment
may be intimidating. Even if cel
ibacy is not usually presented
as a biblical calling in the mod
ern church, it is still something
everyone should consider and
pray about.
echo@taylor.edu
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Women's basketball season comes to a close
Trojans narrowly
defeat Union College
Nathaniel Boer
Staff writer

While it was not the way they
wanted it to end, the Taylor
women's basketball team end
ed their season with a win.
In a thriller of a game the
Taylor women's basketball
team outlasted Union College
for a 68-66 win in overtime on
Wednesday in the first round
of the NAIA National Cham
pionship being held in Sioux
City, IA.
However, due to the coronavirus (coviD-19) outbreak,
their season was cut short af
ter the announcement that
the NAIA winter champion
ships had been cancelled.
The team received the news
upon the arrival to their prac
tice session.
"We got the news and we
had a little team meeting
about it." said Head Coach
Jody Martinez. "I just said,
'this is not the way we're going
to end it. We're going to prac
tice and we're going to give
these seniors a last chance
to play together.' So we prac
ticed for an hour and the at
mosphere was great. Attitudes
were great."
Wednesday's game gave the
winningest senior class in
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Abby Buchs moved to 16th all-time on Taylor's scoring list in the victory over Union.

program history a chance to
win one more.
Senior Abby Buchs moved
to 16th all-time on Taylor's
scoring list as she led all scor
ers with 25 points and six re
bounds. Buchs was integral
late in the game with 15 of her
points coming in the second
half, one of which was the last
free throw to seal the game.
In a season where the
Trojans have enjoyed a

comfortable 14.4 scoring mar
gin, they had no such luck
this game. There were 13 lead
changes, three of which hap
pened in the fourth quarter.
The win marked the sec
ond straight 30-win season
and third consecutive appear
ance in the sweet sixteen for
the Trojans.
"Union was very athlet
ic and did a great job defen
sively on us," Martinez said.

"Proud of my team and not
panicking through some
tough moments."
In such a close game, staying
out of foul trouble and limiting
Union College to only 10 free
throw attempts was critical.
The Trojans struggled be
hind the arc only shooting
8-26. Throughout the sea
son they led the NAIA in 3-pt
percentage at 40.7%, but on
Wednesday Union shut them

Sports across the globe halted by
coronavirus craze
Multiple leagues shuTt
down, more may follow

mq

down to 30%.
However, the Trojans per
sisted. Senior Jamie Netzley
scored all 12 of her points in
the final three periods, two
of which tied the game again
in overtime before Taylor re
gained the lead to secure
the win.
Senior Becca Buchs was a
catalyst in the first 20 min
utes shooting 4 three-pointers
for her 12 points in the game.

This marks the 61st straight
game where Buchs has made
a three-pointer and added to
her season total of 130. Buchs
also led the team in rebounds
with 9.
The Trojans were set to face
the third seeded no. 9 Indiana
Tech on Friday. With a win,
they would have advanced to
back-to-back elite eights.
"God's in control of every
thing," Martinez said. "Our
faith is going to get us through
this. The positives are this
team ended their season and
the seniors ended their ca
reers with a win."
This season was a special
one for the women's basket
ball program. No one can be
sure how far they would have
gone in nationals, but there
were plenty of highlights.
After going 30-5 last sea
son and losing many of their
leading contributors, the pur
ple and gold didn't miss a step
and went 30-4 with a perfect
18-0 home record. Martinez
hoped the cancellation of the
tournament doesn't take pre
cedence over everything that
was accomplished.
"These girls came to prac
tice each day wanting to get
better," Martinez said. "Re
cords were broken. How can
you not enjoy what they did
out there."
echo@taylor.edu

Waters resigns as
track head coach
Quinn White setTto*
take over as interim

i \iirfc.

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Kyle Hayward
Staff Writer

Global sporting activities have
fallen prey to the growing
panic over the Coronavirus
(coviD-19). Games are being
played without fans, leagues
are being delayed and sever
al major events face the threat
of cancellation.
With over 100,000 cas
es reported in a short time,
coviD-19 has taken the world
by storm. According to CNN,
the death toll has exceeded
4,000 already, and the USA has
only recently begun to experi
ence this pandemic.
These numbers have scared
people, and rightly so. Diseas
es like this are no joke, and we
should all take precautions to
protect ourselves. However, in
the midst of such terrifying re
alities, we all need something
to take our minds off of what
is happening around us.
Under normal circumstanc
es, sports often serve as an es
cape for people all over the
globe. As we enter this time
of panic and worry though,
sports may not be there to
comfort us.
Starting in China, sever
al sports started responding
to the outbreak by playing
without fans in attendance,
including the Chinese Basket
ball Association and Chinese
Tennis functions. They pre
served TV deals, but it seemed
clear that playing without fans
would only be a temporary fix.
In just the last month, other
nations have seen restrictions
like this turn into much more
impactful alternatives.
All domestic sports in Ita
ly have been stopped until at
least April 3, according to an
article from the Associated
Press. This means that Serie
A, one of the world's premier
soccer leagues, may not get to
finish its season this year.

Photograph by Tim Boyd

Many sporting events have been taking place without spectators in the audience.

"There's no reason for the
games to continue," said Ital
ian Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte. "The fans will have to
deal with it. We won't even al
low gyms to be used."
The monetary implications
of this decision are huge; any
league with Cristiano Ronaldo will generate millions per
game, even if fans can't be
in attendance. By cancelling
games, they forfeit that mon
ey and show that some things
are truly more important than
monetary gain.
A teammate of Ronaldo's,
Daniele Rugani of Juventus,
is the highest profile player
to test positive for COVID-19,
while several others have
been tested or remain in
quarantine.
Other European leagues, in
cluding the Bundesliga in Ger
many, the Premier League in
England, and the Champions
League throughout Europe,
have also begun to close their
doors to fans or postpone
matches.
The problems aren't con
fined to Europe and China
though. In the United States,
college basketball is nearing
its most exciting time of year.
As conference tournaments
neared their height, they were
cancelled.
This discussion became

reality on March 10, when the
Ivy League decided to can
cel their tournament, CBS
Sports reported that the reg
ular season champions (Yale
for men's, Princeton for wom
en's) will be admitted into the
national tournament as the
conference representatives,
should the tournament go on
as scheduled.
Since then, the NCAA Tour
naments have been cancelled.
As of March 12, the NCAA can
celled all their winter champi
onships for the 2020 season.
There has even been ac
tivity as close to us as Ohio,
where three confirmed cases
were enough for Ohio Gover
nor Mike DeWine to declare a
state of emergency on March
10. DeWine has called for spec
tators to be barred from sport
ing events within the state,
but no official bans have been
put into place just yet.
With such large sporting
events still to come this year,
including the Olympics and
the European Championships
among others, fans may well
be wondering whether or not
they will be able to watch their
favorite athletes.
If COVID-19 isn't controlled
soon, the world of athlet
ics may see unprecedented
changes in schedule; leagues
across the globe could be

cancelled and massive com
petitions like the Olympics
could face postponement or
cancellation as well.
Times like this tend to cause
our imaginations to wander;
worst-case scenarios and
doomsday predictions seem
to come at us from every news
outlet. While it is important
to be aware of everything hap
pening around us, it is also im
portant that we enjoy what we
have while we have it. Pretty
soon, we may not have sports
to entertain us for a while, so I
urge you to enjoy them before
things get too bad.
echo@taylor.edu

Rod Waters announced that he
was resigning from his position
as head coach of the men's and
women's track and field pro
grams in a press release from
Taylor Athletics on March 9.
Quinn White, head coach of
the men's and women's cross
country teams, has been serv
ing as the interim, and will go
forward into the spring season
as the interim head coach while
Taylor searches for a perma
nent replacement for Waters.
While the news broke last
week, the transition had been
in place for much of the indoor
season.
He needed to do what's best
for his family," White said of
the move. "He made the transition smooth, and I had a peace
about taking over. A lot of that
is kudos to Coach Waters for
being proactive. He didn't just
leave, he let us prepare and he's
still staying around as a volunteer assistant."
In the press release Waters
said he will remain on staff
through the spring as an assistant coach for the sprinters and
hurdlers.
"It has been an honor and a
privilege to lead and be part of
such a storied track and field
program at Taylor, and I will be
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Waters resignation comes betweer
the indoor and outdoor seasons fo
men's and women's track and field

forever grateful for the opportii
nity," Waters stated in the pres
release. "While I am steppin
down from my head coachin
duties, I look forward to my net
role as an assistant coach fo
the sprints and hurdles events
Waters had success in hi
two seasons at the helm. Hi
women's squad won the 201
Crossroads League Indoo
Championship, he coachei
two top-25 national finishes oi
both the men's and women'
sides and oversaw 26 All-Amer
ican athletes and 15 progran
records,
White hopes to continu
Waters' success into the sprin
outdoor season, and if his cros
country and distance record i
any indication, he should con
tinue the tradition of excel
lence within the Taylor trad
and field programs.
The outdoor season begin
on March 28 in the Indian;
Wesleyan Polar Bear Invite,
echo@taylor.edu

CROSSROADS LEAGUE STANDINGS
RECORD IN CONFERENCE PLAY SHOWN
(TIEBREAKERS BROKEN BY OVERALL RECORD)
BASEBALL
1. Indiana Wesleyan
2. Huntington
3. Mount Vernon
4. Bethel
5. Goshen
6 . Spring Arbor
7. Taylor
8 . Grace
9. Marian
10. Saint Francis

SOFTBALL
3-0
3-0
2-1
2-1
2-1
1-2
1-2
1-2

0-3
0-3

1. Marian
2. Taylor
3. Spring Arbor
4. Mount Uernon
5. Huntington
6. Grace
7. Saint Francis
8. Bethel
9. Indiana Wesleyan
10. Goshen

2-0
2-0
1-1
1-1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-2
0-2

4

"It has been an honor and a privilege to lead and
be part of such a storied track and field program
at Taylor"
Waters resigns as Head Coach

10
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NAIA cancels all winter championships
Cancellations due
to COVID-19
The NAIA announced on Thurs
day that all remaining winter
championship events would be
cancelled, effective immediately.
Taylor's No. 7 ranked women's
basketball team was competing
in their national tournament at
the time of the news.
"The health and safety of our
student-athletes, as well as all
involved in our championship
events, is the NALA'S highest pri
ority," the NAIA stated.
The cancellation comes in re
sponse to the growing COVID-19

WEEKLY

PREVIEW

virus. Other sports, divisions,
conferences and athletic or
ganizations have all seen their
events meet similar fates within
the past few days.
As of Thursday, no official
word had come out about the
spring athletic season, but they
will continue to monitor the
situation.
"NAIA leadership will work
closely with our member insti
tutions to determine the best
Photograph provided by
path forward for future NAIA
COVID-19 has forced sporting events across the world to be cancelled, and the NAIA is no different.
events, including all spring
2020 championships."The NAIA already started their regular Thursday that they were can- Conference stated they were
stated.
seasons.
celling all winter and spring cancelling spring sports as well.
Taylor's spring sports have
The NCAA also announced on championships. The Big Ten
echo@taylor.edu

BASEBALL

3/14 INDIANAWESLEYAN I P.M.
3/17 INDIANA KOKOMO 5 P.M.
3/20 MARIAN UNIVERSITY (A) 4 EM.
3/21 MARIAN UNIVERSITY (A) (DH) 1 P.M.

MEN'S LACROSSE
3/21 LOURDES UNIVERSITY IP.M.

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

3/14 SIENA HEIGHTS UNIVERSITY (A) 12 P.M.
3/17 MARIAN UNIVERSITY (A) 4 P.M.
3/21 ROCHESTER UNIVERSITY (A) 1 P.M.

SOFTBALL

3/17 HUNTINGTON (A)(DH) 3 P.M.
3/20 INDIANA TECH (A)(DH)4 P.M.
3/21 GOSHEN COLLEGE(A)(DH) 1 P.M.

MEN'S TENNIS

3/16 BALLSTATE (A) 1 P.M. <
3/16 BALL STATE (A) 3:30 RM.

the NAIA

Track and Field competes Coronavirus
in Nationals
precautions grow
Roth wins National
Championship

N I'ff HI1

Markus Miller
Sports Editor
Ail-Americans, personal re
cords, school records and a na
tional championship all came
back to Upland with the Taylor
track and field programs.
Both the women's and men's
teams competed in the NAIA
Indoor National Champion
ships over a three-day span
from March 5 to March 7, and
it was highlighted by numer
ous achievements.
Junior distance runner Josh
Photograph provided by
Roth claimed the national title
Freshman
Brooke
Studnicki won
in the 3,000 meter race on Sat
all-american for her races in the
urday. In the process, he set a
800 meter and 4x800 relay.
personal-record and outpaced
second place in the event by guys who are the best in the
over three seconds with a time NAIA. That drives me."
of 8:25.70
Roth earned Ail-American
To put that in perspective, for his performance.
the gap between Roth and secThe women's 4x800 relay
team also garnered honors
over the weekend. The team
of freshman Brooke Studnic
ki and sophomores Corinne 0'
Leary, Giovanna Domene and
Abbey Brennan broke the TU
record with a time of 9:18.43 in
their Thursday qualifier. Their
time of 9:28.26 in the finals on
Friday earned them 5th place
and Ail-American awards.
"These young ladies quali
fied in both the 4x800 and the
DMR (Distance Medley Relay),"
said Head Coach Quinn White.
"We were going to load one of
the events, and try to do some
thing special with it. When we
sfwrai picked the 4x800 as the one
we were going to focus on,
Photograph provided by
we went all in, and they sur
Junior Josh Roth took home first
passed what we thought they
place in the 3,000 meter final.
could do."
ond place was larger than the
Studnicki wasn't done
gap between second and fifth winning All-American hon
place.
ors though.
"When I made my move to
She finished her first In
separate from everyone else, I door Nationals with a re
just had more left than every cord-breaking performance
one else," Roth said. "You live in the 800 meter. After setting
for these big moments. Being the school record in the 800
able to pit myself against these meter during the Crossroads
Taylor Athletics

Taylor Athletics

League Championships, Stud
nicki broke it again in the pre
lims on Friday.
Her time of 2:15.50 qualified
her for the finals on Saturday,
where she placed seventh with
a time of 2:17.78. White said he
believed Studnicki was the only
freshman who competed in the
800 meter, but didn't let that
affect her.
"It all feels kind of unreal,"
Studnicki said.
The men finished 25th of
70, while the women finished
33rd of 54 teams. Other com
petitors who advanced to the
finals in their events includ
ed sophomore Alex Helmuth
in the 5,000 meter, freshman
Liam Hesting in the weight
throw, freshman Logan Ben
son in the high jump, freshman
Damon Knowles and seniorJon
DeHaan in the pole vault and
freshman Sammy Sommers in
the triple jump.
Despite injuries to key per
formers, the indoor season
still had plenty of successes
for both teams.
"It was a very successful in
door season," White said. "The
guys hadn't been that close to
ever winning indoor confer
ence. We had a lot of talent,
great coaching and really made
a run for it."
This season was the clos
est the men had been to win
ning an indoor conference.The
women won the indoor confer
ence title in 2018.
Now, focus turns to outdoor
season.
With both the men and wom
en finishing second in the con
ference for indoor, they hope to
break through during outdoor
season.
"I think everyone's really
excited to go to outdoor sea
son," Studnicki said. "A lot of
my teammates were excited
to move on. Outdoor is like a
second chance."
The first outdoor event is
slated for March 28 in the Indi
ana Wesleyan Polar Bear Invite.

echo@taylor.edu

College and pro
sports take action
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RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS

Women's Basketball
3/11 Union University
A Socio- 25 VIS, 8 RIB
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Women's Lacrosse
3/1II Inns University
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Photograph provided by NCAA Basketball

The NCAA has cancelled
March Madness.

and from the locker room, with
fans being seatecTon either side
of the tunnel in the stands.
Those few moments of being
close to the fans is unlikely to
cause the virus to spread to the
players. In fact, the CDC said the
virus spreads most when some
one is sick and showing symp
toms. I doubt anyone wants to
go to a game while feeling under
the weather.
But why risk it? If you knew
that going to a game might possi
bly give you this virus, would you
want to go? Probably not.
"I don't think about any of that,"
said Miami Heat forwardJimmy
Butler in an ESPN article regard
ing coviD-19. "I'm still going to be
who I am. We're still going to be
who we are."
Butler's comments on this
were before the NBA suspended
it's season — before Utah Jazz
center Rudy Gobert tested posi
tive for coviD-19 on March n.
In some regards though, I still
agree with Butler. We can't stay
in our homes every waking sec
ond of our lives now. People have
jobs, you need to go to the gro
cery store and do things of that
nature. But, the phrase 'better
safe than sorry' is definitely ap
plicable with coviD-19.
Taylor University took actions
as well and cancelled all spring
break trips, this includes spring
break missions trips and the ath
letic program trips.
The drama surrounding this
virus will march on as it con
tinues to spread, but fans and
players alike need to agree, preken for this virus are

3/11 Bimodiclm#
Ptiiwipf 1 £
fosritr 4 £
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Baseball

3/7 F.iislir>n tullmjr
trmslnrd ? H, 1 lllll
Bsmlsr Moten ? H
Hvwte ? H,1 R
Rutkmiuski 1H, 1NM

1 H. 1 riii

Hussnwn • S IF, 3 R,118,1X
iri tiostwn liulleije
Ru«»W- 4 H. I RBI
Ihwdw Mitten- 2 H, 1 RBI, 1 HR
McCtll I N , f Rfll
MoScemh 9 . ? IP. J R . O B

3/10 IWanr.hiisler llmurrsity
Morns- 7 H, 1 RBI
OuMwwski 2 H, 2 RBI
Knlbatgh 3 H. 1 RBI
Gongwer 4 IP, 11R, 3 R, 3 K
Stanley 21 IP 1 (R

Softball

3/11 Indian.) Wesleyan
Tucker- 2 H, 3 RBI
Wilson- 3 H. 2 RBI
Whitman-1 H, 2 RBI
Sons- 3 IP, 8 K, D tfl

3/11 Indiana Wesleyan
Cored- 3 H. 8 R8I. I HR
Wilson 2 H, 3 RBI
tucker- 2 H, 2 RBI
Whitman- 3 H. 2 RBI
loans- 2 H, 2 RBI, 1 HR

TOP 25 POLLS
Women's Basketball
Women's Softball
Women's Golf
Men's Indoor Track
Women's Indoor Track

echo@taylor.edu
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for the better.
There's not much we can do to
help everyone stay healthy except
wash your hands and stay home
when you're sick.
For now, we wait. We watch a
virus change the world around
us, including our beloved sports.
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Mien's Lacrosse

The precautions taken for the
coronavirus (coviD-19) have of
ficially reached the collegiate and
professional sports level. Media
members are no longer allowed
in thelocker roomsof the big four
American sports leagues in sea
son. This includes the NBA, NHL,
MLB and MLS.
That was where the coviD-19
impact was at while I was writ
ing this column for the first time.
Now several Division I confer
ence tournaments have been
cancelled, such as the Big Ten
tournament in Indianapolis.
Not only that but March Mad
ness has officially been cancelled
and the NBA has suspended its
season for the time being.
At first, the news of games be
ing played without fans was a lit
tle shocking to players.
"We play games without the
fans?" said LeBron James in a
tweet from SportsCenter in a
locker room interview on March
7. "Nah, that's impossible. I ain't
playing, if I ain't got the fans in
the crowd, that's who I play for."
I'm all for players,fans and em
ployees at these games for stay
ing healthy. The death rate on this
virus is pretty small, around 3%,
but this pandemic should not be
taken lightly. The way this thing
is spreading is exponentially and
gathering thousands of people
for games is too big of a risk.
According to the Center for
Disease Control (CDC), COVID-19
is spread when people are in
close proximity — within six feet
of each other — and through
coughing and sneezing if some
one comes into contact with re
spiratory droplets.
Contact with fans differs be
tween leagues and levels of play,
but in the NBA the players usual
ly walk th
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